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Demande de renseignements no 1 de la Régie de l’énergie (« la Régie ») aux intervenants relative à la demande de détermination du coût de service du Distributeur et à la modification des tarifs d’électricité
1. Référence :
Evidence of William Harper, pages 5 et 6

Préambule :

« While the process appears straightforward and logical, the nature of utility operations is characterized by the existence of common or joint use facilities (and activities) that are used to support the provision of more than one product/service and/or serve more than one customer class.  As a result, while cost analysts may strive to identify and isolate plant and expenses incurred exclusively to serve a specific customer class or group of customers, it is unrealistic to assume that large portions of a utility’s plant investment and expenses can be directly assigned.  In addition, there are practical constraints (e.g. time and budgets) that will limit the extent to which costs can be directly tracked and assigned.»

Demande :
1.1 Dans le cas du Distributeur, veuillez expliciter, selon vous, les contraintes pratiques qui devraient limiter l’allocation directe de certains coûts.

2. Référence :
Evidence of William Harper, page 26

Préambule :

« There is no definitively correct way to allocate generation costs and indeed different methodologies have been and are applied in various jurisdictions.  The methodology employed by HQD yields the appropriate “relative” results for the various customer classes in that the lower a class’ load factor the higher its average cost (consistent with the need to recover the cost of the generating facilities required to serve these customers over fewer kWh).  The approach may warrant further study in the future when revenue to cost ratios are closer to unity but it is likely satisfactory for now.»

Demandes :
2.1 Pourquoi recommanderiez-vous de conduire une nouvelle étude d’allocation des coûts lorsque les ratios revenus/coûts seront proches de l’unité?

2.2 Quel est le lien entre le ratio revenu/coût et le bien-fondé d’une méthode d’allocation des coûts ? Expliquer.

3. Référence :
Evidence of William Harper, pages 31 et 32

Préambule :

« The customer load characteristics used to allocate the demand-related portions of Distribution function will depend upon the load diversity that is present in the distribution system at the point where the equipment whose costs are being allocated is located.  The distribution stations included in the Stations and Operating Centres sub-function transform power between various medium voltage levels (e.g. 25 kV and 12 kV) and, as a result, the load diversity at HQD’s distribution stations will be fairly high. The same is true for the loads actually carried by the medium voltage lines.  In such circumstances common utility practice is to allocate the associated demand-related distribution costs to customer classes based on their individual class peaks (i.e., NCP) and HQD follows this practice.  However, HQD has not been able to provide sufficient information to determine whether the use of 1 NCP is appropriate or whether the use of customer class peaks over a number of months would be more appropriate. 

For facilities closer to the customer, such as secondary feeders and line transformers, the load diversity will be much lower.  As a result, in these situations, the demand-related costs of the facilities are often allocated to customer classes based on the sum of the individual customer’s maximum demands.  HQD’s proposed cost allocation methodology does not make this distinction. »

Demandes :
3.1 Veuillez expliquer les raisons qui sont à la base de l’affirmation suivante : « For facilities closer to the customer, such as secondary feeders and line transformers, the load diversity will be much lower ». 
3.2 Veuillez identifier la méthode à laquelle vous référez dans l’énoncé suivant: « the demand-related costs of the facilities are often allocated to customer classes based on the sum of the individual customer’s maximum demands.»
3.3 Veuillez expliquer le lien entre la diversité de la charge et la méthode d’allocation des coûts en puissance ?

4. Référence :
Evidence of William Harper, pages 33 et 39

Préambule :

« Generally, utilities separate out the costs associated with meter reading and billing and use an allocation factor that weights the number of customers in each class by a factor that reflects the relative meter reading and billing costs per customer across the various customer classes.»

« The rate base items associated with customer meter reading, accounting and billing should be separated, to the extent possible, and allocated to customer classes using a weighted customer allocation factor that reflects the relative costs of service to the various customer-classes.»

Demande :
4.1 Pouvez-vous identifier, en fournissant des exemples d’autres juridictions, par quel(s) critère(s) le nombre de clients pourrait être pondéré ?

5. Référence :
Evidence of William Harper, page 42

Préambule :

« The requirements are summarized below and the Régie should direct HQD to undertake the recommended changes, documentation and analyses and incorporate the results into their Phase II filing for 2004-2005 rates.»

Demande :
5.1 Quel serait, selon vous, l’impact d’un changement de méthodologie d’allocation des coûts sur les tarifs 2004-2005 du Distributeur ?
5.2 Selon vous, quel serait le délai requis pour une entreprise comparable au Distributeur pour la mise en pratique de vos recommandations ?

